
For full contest rules and entry form please visit www.vergemagazine.org/photocontest

you could

WIN

We know you are travellers, and you believe in the concept of travel with purpose.   Send us your best shots, show us a snippet 
of that life-changing journey, and tell us why it mattered.  

Capture the spirit of the people you met, the places you stayed, the things you did; images that give a taste of what your travels meant to you.  Tell us a story.
The judges will be looking for images that show creativity, originality and technical pro� ciency.  Contributions from those who have worked, volunteered or 
studied overseas, or have spent some time overseas, are particularly welcome. 

verge
T h e  3 r d  A n n u a l

T r a v e l  W i t h  P u r p o s e

Photo Contest

A Grand Prize of $1000 (CAD)
Plus: Category prizes to be announced

Shortlisted entries will be exhibited at the 
2009 Travel With Purpose Photo Exhibi-
tion this fall at the Toronto and Vancouver  
and Montreal Go Abroad Fairs.

IT’S BACK!

magazine

2009 CONTEST CATEGORIES

1. ENVIRONMENTS
Show us the incredible landscapes, dark alleyways, 
crowded marketplaces, dusty plains, chaotic urban 
scenes, stunning wilderness vistas – all the strange and 
special places you’ve discovered on your travels.

2. LIVES AND LIVELIHOODS
Introduce us to the people you’ve met on your travels 
who make a community unique. Share a glimpse into 
their lives and livelihoods, the social interactions you’ve 
had and the  personal connections you’ve made.

3. PHOTOJOURNALISM
Meaningful travel involves learning about people and 
cultures around the world, their traditions, ideas and 
the issues they face. Show us the photographs you’ve 
taken that step beyond the pictorial to tell a clear story 
about what you’ve discovered on your travels. 

GUIDELINES AND TIPS
1. Images must be previously 
unpublished, and submitted 
as high-resolution digital im-
ages (min 1500 x 2100 pixels). 
High quality scans of prints or 
slides are acceptable.

2. Every entry must be accom-
panied by an o�  cial entry 
form.
3. Each entry must re� ect the 
theme of travel and be suit-
able for its category. 

4. Only limited adjustments 
are allowed to optimize 
digital images: please see the 
contest rules.

5. Each photographer may 
submit a maximum of four 
entries to each category. 

6. As well as technical ability, 
the judges will be looking for 
originality - send us some-
thing a bit di� erent!

DEADLINE FOR ENTRIES: 6 PM (EST) JULY 1, 2009



Verge Magazine Travel Photo Competition - Official Entry Form

Please complete all fields.  One form must be completed for each photo submitted. Contact information will be used for 
the sole purpose of communications regarding the photo contest.  
Deadline for submissions:  July 1, 2009.

a. Photographerís name:
b. Address:
c. Daytime & evening telephone numbers:
d. Email address:
e. Contest category:
 1. Environments			    3.  Photojournalism
 2. Lives and Livelihoods	
f. Where was the photo taken? (Please provide as exact a description as possible):

g. Please provide a photo caption/title. 

h. Please provide a brief description of the image, and how it was taken.  You may also provide details of what you were 
doing on your travels and (optional) which organization hosted you.  (Attach additional sheets if more space is required).

i. By submitting this form you confirm your acceptance of and compliance with all the contest rules and regulations.  You 
confirm that rights to your image have not been sold and it has not been previously published.

j. Media Entry Type:  	
 Digital image, file size (in pixels - e.g. 1500 x 2100)________ , 

File name*_______________________________________ 
IMPORTANT:  SEE INSTRUCTIONS  BELOW FOR LABELLING FILES

Labelling files.

Electronic images and forms MUST be clearly labelled as follows.  

1.Image files must be labelled with the contest category number, the photographer’s name, and photo number (1-4):  
category#-LASTNAME-INITIALS-photo# 

For example, if Jane Courtney Smith submits one image to category 1 (environments) and two images to category 3  
(photojournalism), her image file names should be: 
1-SMITH-JC-1 
3-SMITH-JC-1
3-SMITH-JC-2  

2.Her entry form should be labelled identically, but end in the letter F.  In the case above, the forms would be:
1-SMITH-JC-1F
3-SMITH-JC-1F
3-SMITH-JC-2F

Send entry forms and photographs to photocontest@vergemagazine.ca.  Please send just ONE entry per email, enclosing 
the photo and form together in the same email.

For all contest details, rules, and a downloadable entry form, please visit www.vergemagazine.ca/photocontest



Verge Magazine Travel Photo Contest - Rules

Please read the following before submitting your entry. En-
trants are deemed to have accepted these rules and agreed 
to be bound by them.

1. Each entry must be accompanied by an official entry form. The photographer’s 
submission of the form confirms acceptance of all the contest rules and regulations.

2. All entries must be received by July 1, 2009 at 6pm EST. Images and entry forms 
may be submitted by email to photocontest@vergemagazine.ca. Images may also be 
send on CD or DVD to Verge Magazine, PO Box 147 STN MAIN, Peterborough ON, K9J 
6Y5, Canada.

3.. Should your image be short-listed a hard copy of the entry form, bearing your 
signature, will be required.

Eligibility

4. Images must be previously unpublished. Any photograph that has previously won a 
competition with a prize value of over $100, or been published, or sold to any party for 
reproduction, cannot be entered.

5. The contest is open to all Canadian residents and international subscribers at the 
time of entry. Directors and employees of Verge Magazine and any of the sponsoring 
companies or affiliated companies are not eligible to enter.

6. Only the photographer has the right to submit a photograph. Prizes will be awarded 
to the photographers.

7. Each photographer may submit up to 4 entries for each category. Each entry must 
be accompanied by a separate entry form.

Format

8. All entries must be submitted in digital form.  Scans made from prints or slides are 
acceptable.  Images may be submitted in colour or black-and-white.

9. The original, uninterpolated image size must be a minimum of 1500 x 2100 pixels or 
3.1 megapixels.

10. You may use digital adjustments to optimize digital images. The following 
adjustments are allowed: levels, curves, brightness, contrast, shadow and highlight 
levels, saturation, sharpening and noise reduction, and selected burning or shading. 
Any other techniques or filters, including combinations of images and compositional 
changes, are not acceptable.

11. E-mail entries must be sent individually, with ‘photo contest’ and the photogra-
pher’s name in the subject line.

12. Electronic images and forms MUST be clearly labelled. FAILURE TO LABEL FILES 
PROPERLY WILL RESULT IN DISQUALIFICATION.  Image files must be labelled with 
the contest category number, the photographer’s name, and photo number (1-4) 
as follows: category#-LASTNAME-INITIALS-photo#.  For example, if Jane Courtney 
Smith submits one image to category 1 (environments) and two images to category 3  
(photojournalism), her image file names should be: 1-SMITH-JC-1, 3-SMITH-JC-1, and 
3-SMITH-JC-2.  Her entry form should be labelled identically, but end in the letter F.  In 
the case above, the forms would be: 1-SMITH-JC-1F, 3-SMITH-JC-1F, and 3-SMITH-JC-
2F.

Rights

13. Short-listed entrants’ names and photographs will be exhibited at the 2009 Go 
Abroad Fairs and other selected venues, published in a future issue of Verge Magazine 
and published on the Verge Magazine website. Verge Magazine reserves the non-
exclusive right to publish any entry and/or use any entry in related promotional 
material and related Verge Magazine products.

14. All copyright and title to all entered photographs remains with the photographer 
in its entirety. However, the photographer grants to organizers and the competition 
sponsors non-exclusive rights to reproduction and exhibition of all images submit-
ted. These rights include but are not limited to: publishing photographs in print and 
electronic form, use of the images for related promotional purposes without further 
compensation, and the right to use the photographer’s name in a credit alongside the 
photograph.

15.  Shortlisted images will be printed and mounted for exhibition.  The photographer 
grants Verge Magazine the right to donate, sell or auction this single copy of the 
image.

16. By submitting images for consideration, the entrant also confirms that s/he is the 
photographer and owns all rights to any photograph entered in this contest. Accord-
ingly, the entrant hereby agrees to compensate Verge Magazine fully regarding any 
claims arising out of the use of the photograph(s).

17. The photographer consents to the entry of his/her submission and agrees to abide 
by the contest rules.

Judging

18. Short-listed entries will be selected by a panel of judges appointed by Verge Maga-
zine. Short-listed photographers will be notified by telephone or email by August 15, 
2009.

19. The winning photographs in each category will be selected by a panel of judges 
appointed by Verge Magazine. A travellers’ choice award will be determined by votes 
cast by members of the public attending the Go Abroad Fairs in Toronto, Montreal and 
Vancouver, in September 2009, and online.  Images will be available on the Verge 
Magazine website for voting by the general public.  Decision of the judges is final; no 
correspondence will be entered into. All winners will be notified by telephone or email 
on or before November 30, 2009.

Prizes

20. Before being awarded a prize, short-listed photographers will be required to sign 
a statement declaring that (a) the photograph submitted is his/her original work, (b) 
the photograph was taken at the location specified on the entry form; (c) the image 
has not been previously sold or published; and (d) the composition of the image has 
not been altered.

21. Prizes must be accepted as awarded and no alternative will be given.


